Thomas Knight File from Manitoba Archives

Thomas Knight (f1.  1787-1797) and Family
Thomas Knight was engaged for the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company in March 1787.  His first contract is dated April 3 that year and shows him as a surgeon about 26 years of age of  “Ludgate Hill in the City of London”.  He signed to be engaged for a period of five years at £40 per annum.1   Knight was posted to Moose Factory, James Bay, sailing from London by the company's vessel King George (Captain William Christopher), which reached Moose on August 27 1787.  Knight continued at Moose Factory for the period of his contract and on it's expiry requested an extension.  He was described at this time by his superior officer as a “sober obliging officer”.  Knight continued in the company's employ but apparently suffered from ill-health and accordingly returned home to England by the company vessel King George (Captain John Richards) in 1794.2  
The following year Knight rejoined the company engaging as surgeon and second for Eastmain, James Bay, for a term of five years at £60 per annum.   He sailed to Moose Factory by the company's vessel Prince of Whales (Captain Henry Hanwell) and from Moose took passage by sloop to Eastmain where he arrived on September 2, 1795.   Knight died on June 2 ,1797 as recorded in the journal as follows:
“...near 6 pm. Mr. Knight  departed this life, after a very long, severe, and painfull illness, which he bore with greatest patience and resignation, in him the Service has lost a very good officer, a steady and upright man ...”.
He was buried at Eastmain the day following.3
The company's Register Book of Wills records that Thomas Knight's will of February 27, 1797 was proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on December 12, 1797.  It further shows that Knight's brother Richard was appointed as sole executor, and that Knight bequeathed the balance of his final year's wages to his children, Thomas, John, and Mary with the balance to remain in the Company's hands as the means of providing clothes and necessaries for them.  The Register also records that Knight bequeathed his possessions (except his medical books and instruments that were bequethed to his brother Richard) to Sarah Martin, mother of Thomas, John and Mary.4
The next reference so far traced to any of Knight's children is in 1803 when John Thomas, officer in charge of Moose Factory, recommended to the Governor and Committee of the Company on London that Thomas Knight, when residing at Abitibbi5, should be taken in the Company's books.  He added that Knight had for two years past worked as for the Company.  In 1804, both John and Thomas were taken into the Company's regular employ as labourers at £6 per annum.  At the expiration of their three year contract, their salaries were raised, Thomas Knight receiving £12 per annum and John Knight receiving £10 per annum.  In 1810, they received an increase in salary to £20 per annum.  At this state they were described as “Sons of the Late Surgeon Knight” and expert in Canoes... useful active hands”.6
On 10 October 1811, the Company's supply-ship Prince of Whales (Captain Henry Hanwell) left Moose homeward bound to England, but owing to bad ice conditions she was forced to winter in Strutton Sound, James Bay.  This “unfortunate ... induced a determination to attempt an overland communication” to Montreal so as to inform the Governor and Committee in London as soon as possible, and John McNab and a small party (including Peter Spence) set out with this purpose from Moose in mid-December 1811.  At Abitibi (where Richard Good was in charge) Thomas Knight was substituted for one's of McNab's party for the journey to Montreal and John Knight travelled with the as far as Timiskaming.  Travelling on via the Ottawa Valley, the party reached Montreal on 1 March 1812.  McNab continued on his journey to New York leaving his companions to the guidance of agents the agents of the North West Company in Montreal, who had kindly advanced McNab with the necessary funds and promised to arrange the return of his companions to Moose Factory in the spring.  McNab left with a note with Peter Spence on 5 March 1812
“you will advise Thomas Knight (who is a stranger to the mode of life he now sees) to take care of himself.”
Spence and Knight arrived at Abitibi on their return on 4 June following and at Moose on 14 June.7
Thomas and John Knight spent trading-season 1813-14 at the Company's Kenogamissi post under the charge of Richard Good.  In his report at the end of the season Good noted of them :
	Thomas Knight a Native 26 Years of Age
	Sober, honest, and obedient assiduous in procuring furs, has a little education.  Skillful in Canoes hunting and fishing – has serv'd the Company ten years Viz – 1 at New Brunswick, 1 at Keenogomisee and  8 at Abitibi.   Quitted the service June 22nd and gone to Canada  

	John Knight a Native 23 Years of Age
	Like his brother in abilities, has serv'd the Company faithfully 10 years. Viz – 6 at Abitibi 1 at New Brunswick, 3 at Keenogomisee and one at the Factory & gone to Canada  


Thomas and John had left Kenogamissi on 16 May along with others in two canoes to take the post's fur returns to Moose Factory.  They reached the factory on 24 May.  The Moose Factory journal on 22 June records that the two brothers were “Discharged the Service” along with others and that on 24 June Thomas, John, and Mary Knight left the party for Canada.8
After their retirement from the Company's regular employ in summer 1814, the Knight brothers worked on occasion for the company in a temporary capacity.  
In October 1814, they were recruited in Canada to accompany John Pritchard on his trip to Red River via Moose.  The party had been organized by Colin Robertson for the purpose of warning the Red River settlers of the North West Company's plans against the Settlement.  Pritchard and his companions reached Moose 26 December 1814 and there Thomas and John Knight refused to undertake the rest of the trip. They engaged however to take a packet from Moose to New Brunswick and set off on 20 January 1815.  They were back at Moose on 18 February and left for Kenogamissi en route for Canada.9
John Knight appears to have made a canoe trip from Canada to Fort William in 1816 and Thomas Knight (presumably in the Company's employ 1804-14) acted as a guide and milieu on a canoe trip to Moose from Lachine and back in 1821.10
On 23 October 1823 John signs an engagement contract with M. Louis Benjamin Pillet as a guide and interpret.  This contract is notarized by Jean-Baptiste H. Deguire.11
On 4 May 1857 Mary Bell, whose address was given as care of John Bell, Bristol, County of Pontiac, Canada East, wrote to Sir George Simpson, Governor in Chief of the Company's territoires, as follows:
“I take the liberty of writing to you Mr. Governor for the purpose if possible of obtaining your kind assistance in obtaining some property belonging to myself and my brother Thomas Knight.

The circumstances are briefly these, our father Doctor Knight of Moose Factory, Hudson’s Bay died about the year 1800 or perhaps a year or two before that date.  He left no will and his property was sold by trustees for the benefit of his widow and children.  In 1815 my brother and myself left Hudson’s Bay my mother remaining there being married to one Richard Goods.  She died about 1842 and received the interest of     amount up to the date of her death.  As my mother during her lifetime could not draw the annual amount without my Brothers order it is evident that after her demise the amount fell to us, and I am induced to apply to you as the only available source through which I can hope to obtain any light on the affair...”
Simpson, having no information at Lachine (near Montreal) on the subject, forwarded this letter to the company's head office in London.  William Gregory Smith, Secretary, Hudson's Bay Company, London, replied to Mrs Mary Bell on 5 August as follows:
“Sir George Simpson having transmitted to the Governor and Committee your letter of 4th May, making inquiries respecting the Estate of the late Mr. Thomas Knight.  I am instructed to acquaint you that on reference to the Company's registry it appears that the said Thomas Knight died on 7th June 1797, and that he made a will appointing his brother Richard Knight as sole Executor.  This Will was proved in London on the 12th December by the Executor, who received the whole of the funds belonging to the Estate with the exception of the Balance of the year's wages coming to the deceased during the year in which he died.  This balance amounting to £79.1.8 appears to have been expended from time to time in supplies for the use of the children, in accordance with the terms of the Will, till the whole was exhausted.”12
A full copy of Thomas Knight's will of 27 February 1797 is filed with Mary Bell's letter and this copy appears to have been taken as a result of this enquiry.  The following persons are referred to therein:
	Thomas Knight
	Children in Hudson Bay

	John Knight
	Children in Hudson Bay

	Mary Knight
	Children in Hudson Bay

	Sarah Martin
	“Helpmate” and mother of the above-named children

	Thomas Knight of Kingston, Herefordshire
	Father13

	Richard Knight
	Brother and Executor

	Gabriel Knight
	Brother

	John Knight
	Brother

	Mary Fletcher
	Sister

	William Bolland
	Witness14

	Thomas Alder
	Witness
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HBC-3M31-2: D.4/76/a, fos. 47D and 54;  
HBC-32: A.5/21, p.101.
13. Kingston, Herefordshire, is described in A Gazetteer of the World...  (Edinburgh, London and Dublin, A. Fullarton and Co., 1856) as a parish and market town of considerable antiquity, 18 miles NW of Hereford on the river Arrow.  Population in 1831 –  3,111.
14. H.B.C. Arch. Microfilm  [_____]: D.5/43, fos.427-8
1787
Engagement
Knight engaged at Committee Meeting of 28 March 1787.

HBC-6 : A.1/46, p.233;
1787
Contract 
“Thomas Knight Surgeon Aged about 26 years of Ludgate Hill in the City of London” for 5 years at £40 plus wages in and out as per usual for ships surgeons.  Signed on 3 April 1787 in presence of John Desert and William Brown.  
HBC-387: A.32/3, fo.172 (p.163).
1787
KNIGHT, Thomas, Surgeon
Governor and Committee to John Thomas and Council at Moose Fort, dated Hudson's Bay House, 16 May 1787.
“ ... We now consign to you our Ship King George, Captain William Christopher...
3. We hereby nominate our Council to consist of Mr. John Thomas Chief ... and Mr. Thomas Knight Surgeon ...
6. You are to send home ... Mr. Patrick Cloney, Surgeon ...
P.S. We have engaged Mr. Thomas Knight as Surgeon for five years at forty pounds per annum...”
HBC-38: A.6/14 fos. 5-9.
1787
Arrived on the King George 27 August 1787

HBC 2M37: C.1/390 
1787-97
Thomas Knight :  Extracts from Lists of Servants in Hudson's Bay
	No.
	Began Service
	Names
	Qualities
	Wages
	Term Expires
	Parish
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1788
	Knight Thos.
	Surgeon
	£40x5
	1792
	St Martins Ludgate
	MF

	
	1789
	"   "
	"
	£40x4
	"
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1790
	"   "
	"
	£40x3
	"
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1791
	"   "
	"
	£40x2
	"
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1792
	"   "
	"
	£40
	"
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1793
	"   "
	"
	£40
	"
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1794
	"   "
	"
	£40
	1794
	"   "    "  
	MF

	
	1795
	-
	In England
	-
	-
	
	

	
	1796
	
	Surgeon & Second
	£60
	1800
	London 
	EM

	
	1796
	"   "
	"  "   "
	£60
	1800
	Dead
	EM


HBC-383 : A.30/4 fo. 8, 35, 64
HBC-384 : A.30/5 fo. 9
HBC-384 : A.30/5 fo. 22, 65
HBC-384 : A.30/7
 1788-91
Member of Moose Council   1788 – Letter of 21 May 1788

Member of Moose Council   1789 – Letter of 27 May 1789

Member of Moose Council   1790 – Letter of 19 May 1790

Member of Moose Council   1791 – Letter of --  May  1791
HBC-38: A.6/14 fos. 30-34;
HBC-38: A.6/14 fos. 73-75 
HBC-38: A.6/14 fos. 97d-99 ; 
HBC-38: A.6/14 fos. 126d-129d.
 1791
Letter from Thomas Knight to the Governor and Committee, dated Moose Fort, 25 September 1791
“My present contract expiring next year I beg leave to acquaint you it is my wish to agree again for three years, and that should an opportunity offer itself, I shall be glad to exert myself in the Inland business.  I rely on your generosity for some increase of wages as hath been usual to most of your servants on signing a second contract.  Should your Honours be pleased to grant me this encouragement I shall endeavour by every exertion in my power to render myself deserving of it”.
HBC-151 or HBC-152: A.11/45 fos. 159; 

Answered : HBC-28: A.5/3 fo. 89d (p.153)  25 May 1792
 1792
Names of Company Servants at Moose Fort Anno 1792
	No.
	Began Service
	Names
	Qualities
	Wages
	Term Expires
	Parish
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	1787
	Knight Thomas
	Surgeon
	40
	1792
	St Martins Ludgate
	A sober obliging officer proposes to stay 3 years longer & hopes for a little addition to his present  salary vide his letter to the Company. / No instance of increase of Surgeon's Wages, but an opportunity offers of employing him inland will be properly considered.


HBC-384: A.30/5, fos. 35d.-36 
1793
Remarks from List of Servants in the Hudson's Bay for 1793
	Knight Thos. Surgeon

Term expires 1792
	A sober obliging man, requests in case of continuance of ill-health to return next year vide Genl. Letter Postscript if he should choose to return.


HBC-384: A.30/5 fos. 60d-61.
 1794
Servants at Moose 1794
	No.
	Began Service
	Names
	Qualities
	Wages
	Term Expires
	Parish
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1787
	Knight Thos.
	Surgeon
	40
	1794
	St Martins Ludgate
	Wishes to return as the State of his health is rather precarious (vide last year's resolves) and Genl. Letter paragraph 20th – To Return


HBC-384: A.30/6 fos. 16d-17.
Researcher's Notes:  No letter from Moose 1794 in HBC-384: A.11/45
1794
Letter from William Bolland to John Thomas, Chief at Moose, dated Eastmain September 1794
“The Honorable Committee having permitted Mr William Clark to return to England on account of his ill health; and his unfortunate affair happening at Whale River has left me entirely destitute of any assistant whatever, as Mr John Clark must return inland.  If therefore Mr. Knight has not engaged to stay at Moose I should be glad if he would engage for Eastmain.  He would do their Honors a material Service by so doing, if it was but for a year.  If not I shall be very much distress indeed...”
HBC-1M213: B.135/b/24 fo. 11d-12.
1794
Letter from John Thomas to William Bolland, Chief at Eastmain, dated Moose Fort 10 September 1794
“Your request for Mr. Knight could not be complyed with Captn. Richards not choosing to go home without a Surgeon...”
HBC-1M213: B.135/b/24 fo. 15
Researcher's Notes:  Richards : Captain of King George III – 1795
 1794
Extract from Log of King George, (Captain John Richards) 1794
	Moose River : Friday 

12 September 1794  


	“... at 9 am. unmoored the ship and made all ready for sailing.  At noon Cpt. Richards came on board with his dispatches.  Accompanied by Mr. Knight Surgeon and Nicolas Vavasor Sloop Master.  We hove short and made ready for getting underway.

	Saturday 13 September 
	Sailed at 2p.m.

	Monday 10 November
	Anchored at London. [no mention of passengers]


HBC-2M38 : C.1/397 fos. 36d., 37, and 60
1795
Extract from Log of Prince of Whales, (Captain Henry Hanwell) 1795
	6 June 1795
	Ship left Gravesend

	29 August
	Arrived at Moose River

	29 August
	“... 3 Mr. Knight Surgeon [Discharged] 


HBC-2M67 :  C.1/740
1795
Extract from Eastmain Journal Entry –  1795
	2 September 1795
	Knight arrived at Eastmain by the Moose River Sloop


HBC-1M46 : B.59/a/71
 1796
From Annals
Appointed as 2nd to William Bolland.
HBC-39 : A.6/16 fo.29
 1797
William Bolland to John Thomas dated Eastmain, 28 February 1797
“...  It's with much concern I inform you Mr. Knight has had a very indifferent state of health since X-mas from which time he scarcely has been out at the Gates and at present is almost confined to his bed...

P.S. Mr. Knight's complaints increasing makes him much wish for Mr. Thomas Thomas assistance if therefore he can be spared, I shall be much obliged...”
HBC-1M180 : B.59/b/15 fo. 8
 1797
Extract from Eastmain Journal 1796-7
	1797
	

	1 June
	“... two men taking care of Mr. Knight, who's dissolution approaches very fast...”

	2 June
	“...near 6 pm. Mr. Knight  departed this life, after a very long, severe, and painful illness, which he bore with greatest patience and resignation, in him the Service has lost a very good officer, a steady and upright man , I am sorry to add that had Mr. Thomas the Surgeon at Moose come to his assistance Mr. Knight always said his life might have been prolonged till such times as he could have reached England...”.

	3 June
	“... at ½ past 7 p.m. Intered his remains.”


HBC-1M46 : B.59/a/73
 1797
William Bolland to John Thomas dated Eastmain, July 1797
“...  It's with the utmost concern I have to inform you, Mr. Knight is no more he lingered till the 2nd Ult when he expired about 6p.m. after a very severe and painful illness, which he bore with the greatest patience and resignation.  It's much to be lamented, Mr. Thomas Thomas could not be spared from Moose at the time requested as he (Mr. Knight) always said his life might have been prolonged could he have come to his assistance.”

HBC-1M180 : B.59/b/15 fo. 16d.
 1797
Copy of Last Will and Testament of Thomas Knight [extracted from the registry of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury]
In the name of God amen.  I Thomas Knight Surgeon at Eastmain in the Hudson’s Bay North America being of a sound and disposing mind and memory do hereby make this my last will and testament in the form following that is to say First I commend my soul into the hands of the almighty God hoping for remission of all my sins through the merits of Jesus Christ my blessed Saviour and Redeemer and my body as it shall please God to order and as for such  property in the funds as I am possessed of or other effects I give and dispose of theirs as followeth Imprints it is my will and desire that the balance of the present years wages coming due to me from the Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company shall be and remain in the hands of the said Company as the means of supplying and paying for cloaths and necessaries for my children at Hudson’s Bay Thomas Knight, John Knight and Mary Knight.  I give and bequeath to my Helpmate Sarah Martin mother of the above named children and for their use all my wearing apparel and whatever else I am possessed in this Country save and except my Medical Book and instruments to be disposed of as hereafter mentioned I give and bequeath to my honoured father Thomas Knight of Kingston in Herefordshire the sum of fifty pounds for his use and benefit and I give to my brother Richard Knight my surgical and medical books and instruments Item it is my Will and desire that after the above legacies are paid the remaining part of my personal property be divided equally and share with share alike with my brothers Gabriel and Richard and John Knight and my sister Mary Fletcher I do hereby nominate and appoint my brother Richard Knight sole Executor of this my last Will and testament and I do hereby revoke and make void all former and other Wills by me heretofore made.  In witness thereof I lave hereunto set hand and seal this twenty seventh day of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety seven in the thirty seventh year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland and so forth --- Thomas Knight  --- S.S. --- Signed Sealed & published and delivered by and for the said Thomas knight and as for his last Will and testament in the presence of us who leave lie remits subscribed our names as Witnesses in the presence of the said Testator

--- William Bolland  Chief at Eastmain
--- Thomas Alder   Writer at Eastmain
Proved at London 12th December 1797 before the Worduppure Samuel Pearce Parson Doctor of Laws and Surrogate by the path of Richard Knight the sole Executor to whom Adman was granted leaving been first sworn to administer.

Chas Dyunley                                               Deputy Registry

John  Iggulden

W.B.  Gothing

Effects sworn under ₤300 
HBC-470 : A.44/1 p. 116-7  
Researcher's Note: Not in D.N.B. -- Family called Knight from Herefordshire do not correspond although Thomas – Richard common christian names.  
 1798
Thomas Knight late of Eastmain Hudson’s Bay Surgeon, by will bearing the date 27 February [check if not July] 1797 Bequeaths the Balance of the present year’s wager coming due to him from the Hudson’s Bay Company to his children Thomas Knight, John Knight and Mary Knight but the said Balance to remain in the Company’s hands as the means of supplying and paying for cloaths & necessities for the aforesaid children --- and to Sarah Martin mother of the above named children he bequeaths all his wearing apparel & whatever else he may be possessed of at Eastmain aforesaid save except his Medical Book and Instruments & after bequeathing several other legacies appoints his Brother Richard Knight sole Executor.

Proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on the 12th day of December 1797. 
Hudson’s Bay Company 1717 - 1819
Register Book for Wills and Administration 

HBC-470 : A44/1 pp.116-7
Researcher's Note: See also [HBC-_____] : D.5/43 fos. 427-8 re Mary Bell to G.S. dated 4 May 1857.
1803
Knight, Thomas Jr.
MR Servants Requests and Resolves 1803-5
“ ... there are two others who are desirious and whom I recommend to be taken on your Books for three years, at £6 per annum each Viz Thomas Knight and William Donald the former is one of the residents at Abitibi... both of them for these two years past filled the place of a man at each of these settlements.  The services of these Native Youths are becoming every year more and more conspicuous... [General Remarks]”
HBC-1M784 :  B.135/f/1 fo. 3
 1803-4
Extracts from the Kenogamissee Journal  1803-4
	1803
	

	August 13
	....  The residents for the rest of the summer are John Davis in charge, William Morwick labourer and John Knight a Factory Boy...

	1804
	

	June 2
	... Took my departure for the Fort on company of Jack Knight and 5 Indians...


HBC-1M66 : B.99/a/10
 1804
Knight, Thomas Jr.
Servants Requests and Resolves 1804 – Moose Factory 
	
	
	
	Parish
	Wages
	Contract Expires
	

	Knight
	John
	Labourer
	Hudson Bay
	6
	1807
	As this youth like his brother has been a substitute far a man at one of our inland posts.  I have given him the annual wages.  I think it might excite emulation & industry in him.

	Knight
	Thomas
	do
	do
	6
	1807
	Brother of the above, is at Abitibbi therefore could not execute his contract now.


HBC-IM784 : B.135/f/2 fo. 2
1805-7
Moose Fort Servants Requests and Resolves 1805 – Not Mentioned
Moose Fort Servants Requests and Resolves 1807 [1806] dated J. Thomas - 10 September 1806
	
	
	Capacities
	Parish
	Wages
	Contract Expires
	

	Knight
	John
	Labourer
	Hudson Bay
	6
	1807
	requests £10 per annum for 3 years for this Lad / Think him deserving it.

	Knight
	Thomas
	do
	do
	6
	1807
	The elder brother of the above, requests £15 per annum for 3 years / Think him deserving it.


HBC-IM784 : B.135/f/4 fo. 2
1807
Moose Fort Servants Requests and Resolves 1807
New contracts for both John at £10 and Thomas at £12.                  Contract expires 1810
HBC-IM784 : B.135/f/5
1809-10
Servants Requests and Resolves, Moose Factory  1809

Both Thomas and John Knight request £22 per annum for 3 years.
HBC-IM784 : B.135/f/7, fos. 5-6
1810
Servants Requests and Resolves, Moose Factory  1810
	
	
	Capacities
	Residence
	Wages
	Contract Expires
	

	Knight
	John
	Canoeman
	Sons of the Late Surgeon Knight
	20
	1813
	Has signed a three years contract on the annexed terms which I have granted under the idea that it will be adequate to his wants from the Company's warehouse.  His last year’s salary of ₤10 was in his book debt and the bills for goods sent out to him amounts to ₤13.12.6

	Knight
	Thomas
	do
	do
	20
	1813
	Have granted this salary for the same reasons I have granted the like terms to his brother, they are both expert in canoes & useful active hands.


HBC-IM784 : B.135/f/8 fo. 3
1811
List of Servants and State of their Accounts, New Brunswick – 1811 – John MacDonald Master
	
	
	Capacities
	Residence
	Wages
	
	

	Knight
	John
	Canoeman
	Abitibi
	26 1½
	
	

	Knight
	Thomas
	do
	do
	26 1½
	
	


[HBC-IM540] :  B.145/d/1 fos. 30-31
1813-14
Servants Stationed at Keenogomisee  – 1813-14
	Names
	Characteristics



	Thomas Knight a Native 26 Years of Age
	Sober, honest, and obedient assiduous in procuring furs, has a little education.  Skillful in Canoes hunting and fishing – has serv'd the Company ten years Viz – 1 at New Brunswick, 1 at Keenogomisee and  8 at Abitibi.   Quitted the service June 22nd and gone to Canada.  

	John Knight a Native 23 Years of Age
	Like his brother in abilities, has serv'd the Company faithfully 10 years. Viz – 6 at Abitibi 1 at New Brunswick, 3 at Keenogomisee and one at the Factory & gone to Canada.


HBC-IM778 :  B.99/e/1 fo. 5
1814
A.Lean, Secretary, H.B.C. London, to Thomas Vincent at Moose, dated Hudson's Bay House, London, 3 May 1814

“The late Thomas Knight Surgeon at Eastmain who died 2d June 1797 bequeathed his Will balance of his Acct with the Company to remain in their hands on allowing £5 pCt p Ann interest on the same for the use of his Widow & Children in Hudson Bay.  The balance was £79.1.8 due to him at his Death – the Governor and Committee therefore resolved in 1799 that they would allow the Sum of £4 annually te applied as the Will directs & it was regularly paid to 1806 by Goods out of the Eastmain Warehouse, but by some unaccountable neglect, at the Factory, the Widow and Children have received nothing since, except Goods in 1811 amounting to £6.115.8, so that there remains due to them at this present time £40.6.6., & to this Amount you will supply the Widow and Children with goods when they require it.  And you will not fail to insert in the Factory Books, that the Widow and Children are to be allowed £4 p ann in future to be delivered to them in Goods, & crediting the Factory Account for the same.”
This has been inserted do  do do

HBC-39 :  A.6/18  p.214
1814
Extract from letter from A.Lean, Secretary, H.B.C. London, to Thomas Vincent at Moose, dated , London, 29 May 1815

“On a reference to the Will of the late Thomas Knight Surgeon at EM his widow is not entitled to any part of the £4 p annum allowed by the Company for the balance of the £79.1.8. remaining in the Company's hands at 5p Cent p an of which you will inform Mr. Good.”
HBC-39 :  A.6/18  p.318
Researcher's Notes :
But see B.135/d/107, p. 153 where legacy being paid to their mother at their (Thomas & John) request, 1815-6

1814
List of Servants in Hudson's Bay – 1814

	
	Parish
	Capacities
	Wages
	Contract Expires
	

	Knight John
	Moose Factory
	Labourer
	20
	
	Left the service 22 June 1814

	Knight Thomas
	do
	do
	20
	
	Left the service 22 June 1814


HBC-385 :   A.30/13 fo. 14d.-15
1814-5
Moose District Report -  1814-15

“Principal Occurrences   Nothing past the usual course of affairs has occurred within the Limits of the District since the last General Report except that Mr John Pritchard, Isaac Fowler, Peter Spencer, Thos. Knight and John Knight (the three latter in the Company's Service) arrived from Montreal on the 26th December last with dispatches for the Red River Colony, Mr. Pritchard and Isaac Fowler set off for there 3rd January following.”
Knights not included in the list of Servants.

HBC- 1M780:   B.135/e/2, fo.1
Researcher's Notes :

	HBC-1M91 :  B.135/a/106
	26 December 1814
	

	
	12 January 1815
	request  refuse to go no further

	
	2 January 1815
	engaged to take packet to New Brunswick

	
	20 January 1815
	set off for NB

	HBC-1M99 :  B.145/a/29 
	4 February 1815
	arrived at NB

	
	7 February  1815
	return to Moose

	HBC-1M91 :  B.135/a/106
	18 February 1815
	arrive at Moose

	
	6 March 1815
	set off to Keenogomissee


1815-17
Index to Montreal Cash Account – 1815-17 – John Knight

Debit John Knight M p. Mr. Pillets Light Canoe for Fort William   wages 200 [Nothing further tried on this] (Pillet was paid for 1 year in October 1816  A.16/54
	1816
	
	
	

	October 28
	To F.B. Pillet
	66
	

	
	To Cash in Full
	134
	

	
	By his wages
	200
	In red ink “with Mr. Pillet Express

	October 31
	To Cash
	60
	

	December 21
	To Cash in Full
	30
	

	
	To Cash in Full
	150
	

	
	          Cr
	240
	

	
	By so much due him on his trip to Moose Factory winter 1814-15
	240
	In red ink

“Went with Mr. Pritchard”


HBC-1M_500_____ :  B.134/d/8 
1818
Montreal Cash Account – 1817 – 1819 – John Knight
	
	
	
	
	£ s d
	

	2 May 1818
	To Cash Paid him
	3 " "
	Nothing further [?????]

	
	I know nothing of him
	
	


HBC-1M_500_____ :  B.134/d/17 p. 185
1821
Account of Two Canoes for Moose Factory – 1821 – Thomas  Knight
Paid the following men ways for the trip

Thomas Knight Guide – Milieu    480 livres

Expenses sending for  T. Knight  22.10.0

  8 days board                                 1.12.0

No Montreal letter books for this date.  No Moose letter books, inward, or journals for this date

HBC-1M_500_____ :  B.134/d/28 fo.15
1819-46
Thomas Knight Annuity Account 

	
	
	
	
	Credit
	Debit

	[Moose]
HBC-300  :
A.16/18 p.36
	1819
	Goods at Factory
	39
	
	13.6.11

	
	1820
	  "    "      "
	23
	
	 4.0.0

	
	1821
	  "    "      "
	23
	
	 4.0.0

	[Moose]
HBC-301 :
A.16/20
	1822
	Balance
	HBCo
	
	21.6.11

	
	1822
	Balance from old ledger 36
	
	
	21.6.11

	HBC-??? :
A.16/68 p.49 
	1823
	By amount to Annuitants Funds 70
	
	21.6.11
	

	Oustanding Balances
	1823

1836
	Annual credit and debits at Moose
	
	4.0.0
	4.0.0

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Headed Annualy of Exp ann during his life pr. Min 1799. She was Knight serv gurgeon d. Eu 2 June 1797 leaving balance E79.1.8 See G [letter] book fo. 214 318 

3rd [or 30] May 1814 29th 1815



	
	1836-46
	
	
	
	

	HBC-1M793-4  : B.135/g/20-30

Annuitants
	
	Annual credits and debits of £4.00 to “Widow of the late Thomas Knight. Until outfit 1846-47 (B.135/g/30) when no entry for Knight appears,
	
	
	


Researcher's Notes:

A.6  committed for years 1822-4 – Query the Annuitants Funds 

letters to Moose only        1846-48 – death of widow & cesation of payments

Annuitants will executors of the Chair Co. mentioned annually as certificates necessary.  No mention of those where Co. Provides money direct.

1823
	Référence : Archives nationales du Québec – Microfilm M620/1101

Greffes du notaire Jean-Baptiste H. Deguire

Actes du le 5 janvier 1816  au 16 novembre 1832 

	Après midi

le 23 octobre 1823

Engagement de John Knight au

Sr Benjamen Pillet


	Pardevant le Notaire Public de la ville et le District de Montréal dans la Province du Bas Canada y Résidence soussigné fut présent John Knight résidant à Vaudreuil.  Lequel dit volontairement engagé et s'engage par ces présentes du Sieur Louis Benjamin Pilet marchand Résident au village des Deux Montagnes .  En qualité de voyageur à voyager Pilet marchand résident Coureur de Drauvine et interprète je pour et durand le temps et l'espace de temp à compte de ce jour jusqu'a la fin du mois de juin prochain pour en qualité  Ses dites qualités partes du Lac des Deux Montagnes dans un canôt ou bateau de son dit Sieur Bourgois pour faire le voyage et de revenir dans les dépendence de la rivière des [Outaouais]  faire obéir expérience fidèlement tout  lequel le dit Sieur Bourgeois ou tout autre représentant de sa personne lui commanderont de lui et honêtement faire son profit entre son dommage et l'en avertir s' il vient à sa connaissance et généralement faire tout lequel un bon fidèl engagé doit et tenu de faire sans pouvoir faire aucune honte particulière pour lui même, s'abenter ni quitter service sans les peines parlé par les lois d'ordonnace de cette province et de perdre ses gages fait.

Cet engagement ainsi fait et moyennant la somme de mille cinq cen livres de vingt coppres au Schilling ancien de cette province que ledit Sieur Bourgois  promet et s'oblige de bailler et payer au dit engagé à son retour, sans préjudice à un équipement d'une paire de [bas verts] de trois points.  Reconnait ledit engagé avoir reçu accompte de ses gages la somme de quatre cen dix huit livres.  Ses dites et dix sept dont quittance d'autant.

Car ainsi et promet oblige fait payer au Bourg de Vaudreuil en étude de notaire soussigné l'an mil huit cen vingt trois le vingt trois du mois d'octobre après midi dont les dites engagé et Bourgois signé devant nous notaires lecture faite.

Jn Knight                                L B Pillet               

J M G Bourgois                       J B H Deguire 




1857
Letter from Mary Bell of Bristol, care of John Bell, County of Pontiac, Canada East to Sir George Simpson, dated Bristol, Pontiac, 4 May 1857
       I take the liberty of writing to you Mr. Governor for the purpose if possible of obtaining your kind assistance in obtaining some property belonging to myself and my brother Thomas Knight.

      The circumstances are briefly these, our father Doctor Knight of Moose Factory, Hudson’s Bay died about the year 1800 or perhaps a year or two before that date.  He left no will and his property was sold by trustees for the benefit of his widow and children.  In 1815 my brother and myself left Hudson’s Bay my mother remaining there being married to one Richard Goods.  She died about 1842 and received the interest of amount up to the date of her death.  As my mother during her lifetime could not draw the annual amount without my Brothers order it is evident that after her demise the amount fell to us, and I am induced to apply to you as the only available source through which I can hope to obtain any light on the affair.   
     If though your kind assistance we should succeed in obtaining our right, you may not rest assured  it would be conferring an inestimable favour on my Brother and myself who are both far advanced in years and to both such a help as this would be of incalculable benefit.
     Hoping you will pardon this liberty and that you will kindly do what you can to put this in the right way of recovering what we are looking for.

I am Sir your most obedient servant

Mary Bell

Care of John Bell, Bristol, Co Pontiac CE 
HBC- 3M112  :  D.5/43 fos. 425-6  
8 May 1857
Sir George Simpson claimed no knowledge  forwarded letter to London under cover of letter of 9 May 1867 (HBC-3M32 : D.4/76a, fo.47d).  
London who replied on 5 August 1857 stating no money left and the terms of the will   (HBC-3M32 : D.4/76a, fo.54). 
Letter from W.G. Smith to Mrs. Mary Bell, dated London, 5 August 1857.(HBC-32 : A.5/21 p. 101) 
Thomas Knight – Annuity Account
	
	
	
	Credit
	Debit

	HBC-298 
A.16/13
	1797
	Balance of Knight senior's account various credits to widow
	£55.11.0
£23.10.8
	

	
	1799
	Goods taken up by Sarah wife of the deceased
	
	3.19.5

	
	1800
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	4.0.0

	
	1801
	  "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "
	
	4.0.1

	
	1802
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	4.0.0

	
	1803
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	4.0.0

	
	1804
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	4.0.0

	
	1806
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	8.0.0

	
	1811
	 "     "     "   "    "   "   "   "  
	
	6.15.8

	
	1813
	Balance to new ledger
	£40.6.6
	

	HBC-300
A.16/17 p.18
	1813
	Balance from old ledger
	£40.6.6
	

	
	1815
	Goods at MR as per Southern Dept Accounts 1814/15 

No.172 folio 148 
	
	40.6.6

	
	
	
	
	


Researcher's Notes:  
1. Decision to discontinue account death of widow and children given their portion 
(HBC-1M537 : B.135/d/101)
2. Appears the HBC in error paying ______ and of the principal.  This was paid and by 1815, but they still continue to pay  £4.0.0 and presumably theirs.
W.G. Smith, Secretary, H.B.C. To Mrs. Mary Bell care of John Bell, Bristol, Pontiac, Canada East, dated London, 5 August 1857.
Sir George Simpson having transmitted to the Governor and Committee your letter of 4th May, making enquiries respecting the Estate of the late Mr. Thomas Knight.  I am instructed to acquaint you that on reference to the Company's registry it appears that the said Thomas Knight died on 7th June 1797, and that he made a Will appointing his brother Richard Knight as sole Executor.  This Will was proved in London on the 12th December by the Executor, who received the whole of the funds belonging to the Estate with the exception of the Balance of the year's wages coming to the deceased during the year in which he died.  This balance amounting to £79.1.8 appears to have been expended from time to time in supplies for the use of the children, in accordance with the terms of the Will, till the whole was expended.
HBC-32 :  A.5/21 p. 101
Researcher's Notes
Try
A.5 – 1787  /   1797-8

A.6 – 1787 /    1797

A.30

B.135/c –  1791

B.59 – Eastmain – Accounts corresp. Books, journals

A.16

B.135/d.
Preliminary Enquiry
Thomas Knight – Surgeon, 2nd at Eastmain
A.30/7 – 1787, from London

A.16    -- died 1797, Assistants A.16/17,18  20 was very informative

File will 1791

A.6.

Move inward letter 1791

A.32/
Thomas Knight – Labourer 1804-12? 
A.16/16 from 1804 , A.16/17x (ref to Thos Sn R/c 1 line only.

B.135/b/21

B.135/a/100,102
A.32/16 – contract
B.135/f – at inland post1804-5

B135/g/x 

A.30/14 – left the service 22 June 1814 – re-entry see Spence notes
	In Memory of

	Mrs. Mary Knight

Wife of Thomas Knight,Gentleman,

and Daughter of Gabriel Taylor;

who departed this Life, Good Friday

1771,       aged 41

She left five surviving children, viz -- 

Thomas, Gabriel, Richard, Mary & John.

	Also of Mr. Thos: Knight Senior,

Son of Thomas Knight Gentleman, of

the Gate-house Marston, formally Under Sheriff of

the County and many many years Eminent Attorney in this Town

He died, in 1804, Aged 68 years

	Also of Mr. Thos. Knight Junior.

Surgeon to the Honorable Hudson's Bay Company,

at whose in North America,

He died November 2nd 1797

Aged 37 years.


Researcher's Notes:

Received from Kay & Brown, Calgary, AB, 1992

	Référence : BAC – HBC 470 : A44/1 pp.116-117
Hudson’s Bay Company 
Register Book for Wills and Administration 

1717 - 1819

	1798

Feb 1


	Thomas Knight late of Eastmain Hudson’s Bay Surgeon, by will leaving date the 27 July 1797 Bequeaths the Balance of the present year’s wager coming due to him from the Hudson’s Bay Company to his children Thomas Knight, John Knight and Mary Knight but the said Balance to remain in the Company’s hands as the means of supplying and paying for cloaths & necessities for the aforesaid children --- and to Sarah Martin mother of the above named children he bequeaths all his wearing apparel & whatever else he may be possessed of at Eastmain aforesaid save except his Medical Book and Instruments & after bequeathing several other legacies appoints his Brother Richard Knight sole Executor.

Proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on the 12th day of December 1797. 


	Référence : BAC – HBC 3M112 : D.5/43 fol. 427  (or fol. 627 ??)
Hudson’s Bay Company 

Located in Governor’s George Simpson’s Inward Correspondence
Extracted from the Registry of the Prerogative Court of  Canterbury

Will written by Thomas Knight of Eastmain on February 27, 1797

	In the name of God amen.  I Thomas Knight Surgeon at Eastmain in the Hudson’s Bay North America being of a  sound and disposing mind and memory do hereby make this my last will and testament in the form following that is to say First I commend my soul into the hands of the almighty God hoping for remission of all my sins through the merits of Jesus Christ & my blessed Saviour and Receiver and my body as it shall please God to order and as for such property in the fiords as I am propelled of or other effects I give and dispose of theirs as follows the ??_________?? It is my will and distinct plea this balance of the present years wager coming due me from the Honourable Hudson’s Bay Company shall be and remain in the hands of the said Company as the means of supplying and paying for cloaths and necessaries for my children at Hudson’s Bay Thomas Knight, John Knight and Mary Knight.  I give and bequeath to my helpmate Sarah Martin mother of the above named children and for their use all my wearing and whatever else I am possessed in this country save and except my Medical Book and instruments to be disposed of as hereafter mentioned I give and bequeath to my honoured father Thomas Knight of Kingston in Herefordshire the sum of fifty pounds for his use and benefit and I give to my brother Richard Knight my surgical and medical books and instruments ??There?? it is my will and desire that after the above legacies are & paid the remaining part of my personal property be divided equally and share with ??diave?? alike with my brothers Gabriel and Richard and John Knight and my sister Mary Fletcher I do hereby nominate and appoint my brother Richard Knight sole executor of this my last will and testament And I do hereby revoke and make void all forever and other wills by me heretofore, made in witness whereof I leave hereunto ?? ser ?? sign & seal this twenty seventh day of February one thousand seven hundred and ninety seven in the thirty seventh year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland and so forth --- Thomas Knight  --- S.S. --- Signed Sealed & published and delivered by and for the saw Thomas knight and as for his last will and testament in the presence of us who leave lie remits subscribed our names as Witnesses in the presence of the said Testator

--- William Rolland  Chief at Eastmain

--- Thomas Alder   Writer at Eastmain

Proved at London 12th December 1797 before the Worduppure Samuel Pearce Parson Doctor of Laws and Surrogate by the path of Richard Knight the sole Executor to whom Adman was granted leaving been first sworn to administer.

Chas Dyunley                                               Deputy Registry

John  Iggulden

W.B.  Gothing

Effects sworn under ₤300 


	Référence : BAC – HBC 3M112 : D.5/43 fol.425
Hudson’s Bay Company 
Governor George Simpson – Correspondence Inward – 1857  



	Received 25 May 1857

Bristol, Pontiac May 4 of 1857

Sir George Simpson
??BanI &ch –??
Lnoline

        Sir

I take the liberty of writing to you Mr.Governor if possible of obtaining your kinds ??________?? in obtaining some property belonging to myself and my brother Thomas Knight.

The ??ciruny?? I once were briefly there, our Father Doctor Knight of Moose Factory, Hudson’s Bay died about the year 1810 or perhaps a year or two before that date.  He left on will and his property was sold by trustees for the benefit of his widow and children.  In 1815 my brother and myself left Hudson’s Bay my mother remaining there being married to one Richard Goods.  She died about 1842 and regards the interest of ??__________?? to the date of his death.  As my mother during her lifetime would not draw the unusual amount without my Brothers order it is conduct that after him promise the amount fell ??ea sande?? I am in ??dured ?? to apply to you as the only available source through which I can hope to obtain any light on the affair.  If though your kind assistance we about & succeed in obtaining our right, you, may not ??assinds?? it would be confusing an instrumental favour on my Brother and myself who are both far downward in years and to both each a half as this would be of incalculable benefit.

Hoping you will pardon this liberty and that you will kindly do what you can to put this in the right way of recovering what we are looking for.

I am Sir your most obedient servant

Mary Bell

Care of John Bell, Bristol, Co Pontiac CE 

	1857

Bristol – Popntiac Co --- 4 May 

Mary Bell to George Simpson Enquiring about the affairs of her father Dr. Knight who died at Moose Factory, about 1798-1800



