The Long Point Settlers Project

Introduction


This family story is part of a compilation comprising more than 600 Norfolk County family histories developed over many years. My interest in the Long Point Settlers began more than 35 years ago and has continued unabated with the publication of my book The Long Point Settlers and the Long Point Settlers Journal. For several years, I entered my extensive paper files to computer, resulting in the start of this extensive genealogical collection to which I then added still more sources.


Family researchers will now benefit from this overview of the pioneer Norfolk families not just from the settler’s own included documents, but through mentions in sources found for friends, neighbours and female descendants of other surnames. All relevant items found anywhere are noted in the biographies.

Families Included


Biographies and genealogies in this nineteenth century four to five generation project generally begin with the earliest pioneers who arrived in Norfolk County, Ontario known as “The Long Point Settlement” during the formative years of 1790 to 1850. The lives of the ancestral couple are told in as much detail as is known. This runs from their colonial background through to their ultimate settlement, wherever that may have been. Full detail is also included for their sons and daughters and grandchildren to the extent that is known.


In the generation of the great-grandchildren, all known vital dates are shown plus their occupation and residency, briefly. At times, a fifth generation is included. Many of these descendants lived elsewhere in Ontario, the other Canadian provinces and throughout the United States, and some even in the Caribbean Islands, South America, Europe and Australia.


Occasionally the parental family and some of the ancestors in colonial America is known and briefly included, particularly when more than one child came to Norfolk County, providing a guide to later inter-family relationships in Upper Canada.


Note that many female genealogies are continued under the husband’s surname to avoid duplication that would require double entry. Those interested are invited to also request those genealogies separately.

Sources


In all, more than one thousand sources form the overall project. Many of the pioneer biographies refer to as many as ten to twenty or more sources.


The major part of the information is compiled from primary source records including land deeds, petitions, court proceedings, censuses, cemetery stones, obituaries and marriage registers to name some of the many. All dates and citations are numbered then footnoted briefly at the end of each biography. For a fuller description of the sources and their location, the reader is referred to the introductory pages of The Long Point Settlers by R. Robert Mutrie (Ridgeway, ON: 1992), p. xv – xxx.


Less reliable secondary sources such as county histories and family reminiscences were then added and noted to be such with bibliographical information cited.
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An Ongoing Project


The entire collection will not be published at this time, nor indeed in the foreseeable future. Research is ongoing and I continue to add to the biographies and genealogies of the pioneer families. The enclosed family story is issued to you as a statement of the current “state of the art” progress for further development. It is by no means considered complete or definitive. Weekly, more material is located or received, then brought into the project. Participation of descendants in this continuing project is invited.

Happy Hunting,
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